
"The shipment of palms for Palm-unday
this year by far surpassed the quantity
ever sent north gW previous year," ex-

plained a telegraph operator who does
duty on the Long bridge to a Star re-

porter. "Probably three-fourths of the
polm from the south passed over the Long
bridge, though a very large quantity went
to the northern cities by water direct from
Savannah and Charleston. A great deal' of
I h,. palms for the western cities also passed
over the Long bridge. The variety of palm
i nown as the cabbage palm, which was in-
t rAtc-d in the north less than fifteen years
ago. is secured from the low lands in South
Carolina and Georgia. It Is surprising
what large quantities of It are used. Of
,ourse. I never kept any aceount of the
number of cars of it that came along, but
it is safe to say 100 car loads came during
thp week. The old-fashioned palm, a va-

ritty of cedar. which was gathered years
ago. has been almost entIrely supplanted
by fhe cabbage palm, for the reason that
it lasts s> much longer, and being In long
strips, can be shaped in so many ways.
The gathering of the palm furnishes em-
ployrnent for many of the residents of the
swarnp lands of the south. Most of It was
cit last week. and packed Into bales ready
foar Shipment in the early part of this week.
At least twenty-five car loads of it were
hilled foir New York direct, where the
aatfholic and Episcopal churches distribute
it very profusely among their members and
othe.s."

*t * * **
"Six hundred dollars' worth of eggs would

s-em to be a rather heavy breakfast for
on'e man to eat," observed a well-known

Ientist to a Star reporter, "but I can cer-
tify that a man ate that amount of eggs.
and that he told me after he had got away
with them that they had not fully satisfied
li&' hunger. Ten minutes after he had fin-
i.hed his meal he complained that the eggs
di not seem to sit well In his stomach. It
iappened in this way. Several years since
I was out In the Rocky mountains, in Col-
orado. hunting eggs for the Smithsonian
rsttution. I was instructed to devote spe-
cial attention to pheasant eggs and to one
variety in particular. the yellow pheasant,
popularly called, which were then, as now,
very searce. The trip was on the whole
rather successful, though I did not find
mn:y of the particular pheasant eggs re-
ferred to. One morning I found myself on
one of the high mountains which surround
the city of Georgetown, Col. I had had my
own breakfast in the town and rode up the
mountain on a burro carrying on my search
fir pheasant eggs. About 10 o'clock I ran
;actross a mine prospector, who was just
firiishing up his breakfast. After spending
same timc Wra conversation with him, and
as I was about leaving him. I noticed some
picces of egg shell on the ground. To my
s.urprise and delight they were the shells
aaf the pheasant eggs that I was so anxious
t-o find. Not supposing that he was inter-
"sted In my branch of science, I mentioned
in a casual way that the shells were of the
egg of a certain species of yellow pheasant
tat I was exceedingly anxious to find or
seeure. Then he told me that in his wan-
dering up on the mountain that morning
he had found a nest containing the eggs,
and finding that they were fresh he had
eaten them. six In all. Then It was my
turn to talk, and when I had told him that
the eggs were very rare and that I would
willingly pay $100 a piece for them, he
looked disgusted and actually turned pale.
lie had been having rather a hard run of
liuk and felt very sorry, of course, that he
had unaware partaken of such a high-
priced breakfast. He thought he might be
able to find another nest thereabouts and
offered to furnish me six eggs of the same
sp~ecies for a sum considerably less than
5#9. which offer I accepted. We hunted
together all that day and every day for
aover a week, but to no purpose. Three
months later I made a similar find myself,
buit at a place i151 miles distant from tpiere.
The eggs I found are in the Smithsonian
vet, andl as far as I know are about the
(aelyx eggs of that particular species in any
oll'Iectiobn in this country. A year ago I
got a letter from the prospector. He 1s
s:il1 in Colorado. but says he has never
h.n able to eat an egg of any kind since."

"The bausiness of manufacturing men's
anda boys' hats Is one of the most thriving
laiustries in the United States." said a

l.eading wholesale hat dealer In New York
to a Star reporter recently. "Some Idea
of the enormity of the trade maybe formed
whien it Is known that there are at present
In this country over 200 manufacturing
plants produlicing hats and cape for men
atnd h' ys. The hat factories give employ-
mne nt to' Z->.wN) persons who turn out a
tiraihed paroduct valued at $25.000.000 an-
nually. Oif the gigantic business New
Y'.rk has the lion's share, there being
about $.Mio.Ino Invested in the manufac-
tare of hats and caps, and fully 2.500
hands employed. The value of the trade
in New York was last year between 39,5~00,-
gaso aia $1fa.00.0MI.
"New York leads in the manufacture of

fline silk hats. while most of the derby hats
are mnade in Danbury, South Norwalk.
11ethel anal other Connecticut towns. The
cheapj soaft hats are manufactured at
Orangte. N .,. while the wool hat is the
psroduct of factories at Peekskill and New-
btorg in New York state. There are 100
iaalable shapes in the soft hat line, while
the silk and derbay hat styles are, as a
usual thing, limited to half a dozen differ-
ent grades. The most popular and largely
sold hat throughout the United States Is
the derby. This hat. is worn commonly in
northern, eastern and western cities. In
the south the prevailing head covering is
the soft hat; perhape to the extent of 8
per cent.

'There is practically very little importa-
tion of men's and boys' hats. Of course,
tlware are a few Anglophoe people who
must wear hats because they are nade in
l.aandaon, but the quantity imaported for
their benefit Is very smafl. We not only
s!4pply our home market, but we have some
left over for export. Many thousands of
A maerican hats are now sold in Canaa and
also In Mexico and the neighborhng coun-
tries, and there are numbers sold in Sotuth
America, largely in the Argentine Republic.
Coanslhierabl~e numbers are sold in South
Africa, excluding the soft bats bought by1
American and other herders and miners.
The number exported to Europe Is not
gre'at. but It is enough to .munt. It has
doubled within a year. and is still increas-
lng."

"When a man leaves his watch with mne
for repairs," said a watchmaker to a Star
reporter the other day, "I can, after glano-
ig at the works, pretty well ten what kind*f a person the owner Ia, Yern see. a wat,especiaily if it be a highly adjusted tiime-piece, Is an eaellent indieae of the char-
acter of the wearer, paretelaity as regrdsllas daily habits; for, wh~e e watech may
run within a ssmi a Asy with one man, t
naay vary many aeemian wit another. For
Instance, a stranger breugat his watech to
me this mnorning and tdL me tst in thesprevious dw mntahs it ha amia just ainsseconds, in the meat three maonths ft ha
lost two seds.so that in the mine asemthe

this was a really phenomenal case, but it
demonstrates what a very superior watch
will do under the most favorable circum-
stances. It also showed me that tje owner
of the watch is a very methodical man,
with a disposition that is never ruffled. He
is punctuality itself, winds up his watch at
the same hour each day, walks at about
the same gait and the same distance daily
attending to his business affairs, goes to
bed at the same hour each night and en
retiring leaves his watch in his waistcoat,
hung over a cnair. Thus for the same num-
ber of hear. each day the watch has rested
in the same position. Give this same time-
piece to a nervous and excitable person
who runs for and jumps off cars, whose
habit it is to wind his watch on retiring
and who retires at all hours, and the re-
suit will be very different. His watch Will
simply resent such unreasonable treatment
by showing a variation of from five to ten
seconds or more in the time it keeps daily.
"Another strange thingsabout watches is

that they vary more or less, as the case
may be, between Saturday and Monday
than In an equal length of time during the
week, for the reason that the average mnan
is iess active on Sunday than on other
days."

"Speaking of cheap restaurants," said a
gentleman who has Just returned from a
visit to London, to the writer yesterday,
"reminds me of a dining saloon In the
Whitechapel district of London, where a
relishing and fairly substantial meal may
be had for a half penny, or 1 cent in our
money. This cheap repast is not served up
in the shape of a cut from a joint and two
vegetables. It is a big brown pie, very juicy
and very hot. The absence of beefsteak is
evident when you cut the pie, but you find
inside a liberal sprinkling of sheep's liver,
onions and turnips, and a plentiful supply
of gravy. For a half penny extra two
slices of bread and a cup of tea are sup-
plied. Between the hours of 12 and 2 the
poor and hungry from all parts of the east
end of the city flock to this dining r n.
Most of the patrons are shoeblacks, pe y-
toy men, costermongers, and now and then
young clerks whose salaries will not permit
them to indulge in a more costly dinner."

* * * * *
"There have been many changes in 'com-

muter' railroading during the last few
years," said a veteran conductor to a Star
reporter. "Nearly all the companies have
kept abreast of the times, the improve-
ments being especially noticeable in the
service and cars furnished, Very few of
the urban population of this city know any-
thing of the care and attention given to
this class of riders, who, as you know, are
rapidly filling the outlying territory of the
District. This feature of railroading has
assumed such extensive proportions that
there are frequent consultations between
the higher officers for the purpose of per-
feeting the service. While it is an impossi-
bility to please all the riders, it is the boast
of the companies that over 90 per cent ex-
press themselves as satisfied. There are
two periods In the year, though, when the
'schedule' makers feel like taking to the
woods-4pring and fall. As soon as the
'commuters' learn that thlre are going to
be changes made in the time table the let-
ters commence to pour in by the score of-
fering suggestions as to just what cnanges
are desired. Even the conductors and
brakemen are importuned to use their in-
fluence with the officials. I want to say
that the Washington commuters have a
national reputation among railroad peoplefor Intelligence and reasonableness. We
very seldom have the slightest trouble with
our riders. They are naturally quick to rc-
sent any seeming neglect on the part of
the companies, and do not hesitate to ex-
press themselves. At this time of year o ar
principal trouble is with the so-called 'fr'th
air' riders. Some of them come Into the
car and throw open the window. Then the
rider just behind them complains -f the
draught, and we are called upon to arbi-
trate. We usually settle the -natter by
putting down the window, as It is always
more or less dangerous to have the win-
dow open at this time. Then there are
some who complain of the heat, yet keeptheir overcoats on. But the women folks
cause the most trouble in this respect. It
was only the other day a lady asked ine to
put a window up for her. I cugested thatit might be objectionable to the other pas-
sengers, and then hinted that if she tookoff her coat the heat might not be so op-pressive. She Insisted, and I 'inallv com-
promised by escorting her to the rear en1
of the car and raising the window for her."
A Star reporter recently walking through

Scott Circle overheard the following con-
versation In regard to the new Hahnemann
menorial. The speakers were two colored
men, evidently returning from their day's
work.
"What's dat you say his name was?"
"Why. I tole ye' dat was Mlstah Hanna's

man-Mistab Hanna dat's so thick with
Mistah McKinley."
"Sho, I didn't 'spect dat'ar."'-
"Yes, sir, he's Mistah Hanna's fren', I

reckon. Powerful man, dat Mistah Hanna.
Must ha' paid a heap of money to fix all
dat up dar-jes' fo' one of his folks."
The explanation seemed to be entirelysatisfactory.

"Very few of the many men -who enjoy
the line flavor of the Egyptian cigarette
are probably aware that tobacco raising
has been prohibited by law in Egypt mince
1800." said an importer of cigarettes to the
writer recently, "This drastic measure
was adopted, curiously enough, to maintain
the high reputation of Egyptian cigarettes.
It was discovered about thirteen years ago
that many of the smaller cigarette makers
were realizing large profits by mixing the
inferior tobacco of the country with Turk-
ish tobacco and selling the cigarette made
of this mixture at the usual high price
commanded by the Egyptian product. It
had won a place among the luxuries of the
world, but it was In danger of losing its
pre-eminence through the deterioration of
the product. At first the governmentsought to rnitigate the evil by restrictingthe acreage devoted to tobacco raising, butIt was finally decided to stop the cultiva-ition of the weed entirely. Today not apound of tobacco is raised on the 5,500,000acres of land under cultivation in Egypt.In fact there Is nothing Egyptian about"Egyptian cigarettes" except that they are
made in Egypt. The tobacco all comesfrom Turkey, the paper from Austria, Ger-
many or Italy, and most of the labor em-ployed is Greek, except for the common
brands, which are consumed In Egypt and
are made by thie natives. The greater partof the trade is centered in Cairo, where atleast 5,08 persons are dependent for theirdaily bread upon this industry. Of course,the government derives considerable- reve-
nue from the tax It imposes upon tobaccoexperts.'

* * * * *~A small boy living en Dupont Circle hasdisingruisheds himself again. Early ln tt
week the child's mother held her last
formal at home of the season, and ganher young son permission to remain down-
stairs on condition that he would be ox is
bes behavior. The mother did not notise
that he was late in making his appear-
ance in the drawing roomn until she was
conscious of his entrance at about 4 o'clock,when, by actual count, there were seven
visitors to absorb and spread the following
scandal:
Thke child santered in wearing his best

pique suit, his golden hair exqutel-y curt-ed, and the mnother resarked, hs~ring the
patter of maeli feet: "Here Is Gerald. Iewanted se smuch to assit his aunthor' thisafternoen that I consented. Come., dar-
ling, and shako h-ad with the ladies-.The hrturned toward the

bnenheldt ham grotesquelydrgbytehM-sc. and broadst peacR mssthat extended across his brows quite tothe little plink ears. Every one lagh*
and his smother- ad, Uitle dreamanag erthe awful avalancee that was to-esssOWSe besl, "Why, mny Child, what pa-mseSe yea to mae ach 'a slgat et veer-
self? What have you bees inaringfae antl e with a pegen fwewas a beestaes eSse as thte sepfeeth. "We#, mnother- I wae Almir-sa opebrmws3st Ilk. yes de asego to the theater."

HONESTY AS A POLICY
In rum ang4 throw Mr. Justp~led's

trunk the other rainy otggn, Mrs.
Justsplioed found at the botsen thweof a

somevSit warped tintype, CoblAst mIsS,,reP-
resentIag Mr. Justspied In a seat white
sannel sut, a straw het ad ma" shoes,
and with * elg hld skilly In Uis hand,
standing besde a rustic cbal' -f which
was seated- ai escemangty pretty, dark-
haired girl in a white duck dres, and with
a lacy-fringed parasol resting in her lap.
The shock to Mrs. Justepliced was some-

thing terrible.
"Who is the creature?" she repeated over

and over. "Who can she be? If she o0ly
wasn't so pretty! The bold tingl 'Who
can she be? Tom never told me a wor
about her. I nver' saw him in a white
flannel uult.. I never knew he wore A
white samsi. suit. Merciful heavens. who
can the areaure be?"
Mrs. Justoliced really worked herself

up to a frensy. She didn't know whether
to show. the tintype to- her mher-who
was visiting her-or:net. But she ually
decided to show it to her mother.
"Aha!". exclaimed Mrs. Justspliced's

mother as soon as she elapped eyes on the
tintype. "Ahat -He's beginning early,
Isn't he?".
"Oh." said Mrs. Justspliced. "but that

must hsv9 been taken a long while ago,
mamma. e how young he looks."
"Don't you believe any such thing for a
m rent" rasped Mrs, J=staplioed's
m her. "Don't you dream of any such
fooeish thing! it was taken lest summer,
o a fow. months after you were mar-
riQ, when he said he had to -i over to
New York on business. You can't fool me!
It's the white Sannel-iPut that makes him
look so young. Oh, the deceitful brute! I
won't hear of you living with him an-
otter hour, my dear!"
Mrs. Justspliced wept hopelessly and

looked very miserable indeed.
"Of course," went on her mother, sar-

castically, "he'll baVe some plausible ex-
planation-men always have some plausible
explanation. But don't you let him pull
the wool over your eyes. He'll try to tell
you that the picture was taken live or six
years ago-long before he knew you-and
that he didn't care a whit for the creature,
but just had the tintype taken for a lark.
Or he'll try to tell you that it's a picture
of his pretty cousin who lives down In
the City of Mexico, or the daughter of his
landlady while he was stopping down at
the seashore back in 1896, or some such
deceitful story as that. Or he'll tell you
that she was some young woman who at-
tended the same Christian Endeavor con,
vention that he attended. Never fear, he'll
have some cock-and-bull story all ready
as soon as you show him the picture-
these men! But don't you believe him.
They're not to be believed!"
"I ho-ho-hope it's not so ba-ba-bad 85

that," sobbed Mrs. Justspliced, drearily.
Mr. Justapliced found hef, with Very red

eyes, waiting for him In the parlor when he
got home from the office. She didn't bestow
her usual salutation upon him, but silently
handed him the guilty tintype, with these
words:
"How could you deceive me? Who Is the

creature?"
Mr. Justspliced took the tintype, looked

at it for a moment, and didn't become red
In the face or flustered at all.
"Where did you get hold of this?' he in-

quired, In his usual tone. "I'd forgotten
that It was In existence."
"In the bottom of your old trunk," replied

Mrs. Justapliced, dabbing at her eyes. "Who
Is she? You never told me about her. Did
you lo-lo-love the horrid thing?"
Mr. Justapliced was aware of a rustle In

the hall, and he knew that his mother-in-
law was listening. But that didn't appear
to bother him any.
"Well, yes," he replied. "I was pretty

fond of that girl at one time-mighty fond
of her. We went to school together and
grew up together, and I used to carry her
books back in my native town of Oswego,
New York. Her name is Laura Goodkins.
She was-and is yet, I haven't the slightest
doubt--a powerfully nice girl. I was en-
gaged to be married to her-let's see, it was
about ten years ago. But her folks ob-
jected to her marrying me because I didn't
have any money, and the engagement was
cancelled owing to their objections. We
used to sing in the choir together in Oswego.
She had a fine voice. As you see, she was
extremely good looking. As I say, I was
very fond of her for a number of years, and
I have now no reason to feel anything else
but the kindest regard for her. She was a
cultured and high-minded young woman.
Yes, we exchanged what you might cal love
letters-thousands of them. I dare say. I
love you, of course, very much more than
I ever loved her. I lost track of her for five
years. until I met 'her on the board walk in
Atlantic City In the summer of '96, when -1
spent a month there. I was glad to see her
and to renew our friendship. She had two
exceedingly pretty children then, a boy and
a girl, and appeared to be very fond of her
*husband. She had married her husband
against the wishes of her people, who were
-and are-well-to-do, and there had been no
reconciliation with them when I met her,
and when that tintype was taken. Her hus-
band, by the way, took the tintype. He was
the proprietor of a tintype factory on the
board walk, and seemed a very pleasant
sort of fellow. I went out with them fre-
quently of evenings while I was In Atlantic
City, and enjoyed their companionship.
"The husband was quite fully aware of

my former engagement to his wife. and was
sensible enough not to make any wry faces
over it. Took it all very goodnaturedly, in
fact, and rallied me for my falling to get
her. I have never seen either of them since
that summer. Anything else?"
Mr. JTustapliced heard a retreating swish

of skirts in the hall and he knew that he
had won out.
"I knew you wouldn't tell mue a story

about It," sobbed Mrs. Justapliced, resting
her head on the lapel of his overcoat. "and
I think you are just as truthful and candid
as you can be, and I'll never doubt you
again as long as I live, so I won't i"
Mr. Justspliced flashed a look of triumph

at his mother-in-law at the dinner table, at
whIch she only turned up her nose.
"The raw, bold. brasen imupudence of such

a confession!" she sniffed to her daughter
on the following morning, but from the
hour of Mr. Justspliced's frank narration
of the circumstances connected with the
tintype the mother's influence over the
daughter decreased.
Among the maxims that have survived

the Inroads o( time and the attacks of
analysis. "Honesty is the best policy" Is
not the least.

No Newspapers in Parliament.
From the London Chronicle.
The printing and stationery vote for the

houses of parliament Is a large item, but
it will not be appreciabiy ,increased by the
concession which has just been made to
strangers by supplying them witsh a copy
of the orders of the day. Time was, and
not so very long ago, when the supply of
this "carte dii jour" was very meager and
It was sometimes dificult to find a spare
copy even in the press gallery. -.But there
is now an almost unlimnited distribution.
Hitherto strangers have had to depend
upon the generosity of the members who
introduced thern for a copy; they could not
even buy them. It is doubtful, however,
whether the innovation- will be of snuch
practical value, for the program 1s de--
signed on a rather cryptic plan, and It
takes a good deal of training in order to
follow It.
The disinclination' on the part of the au-

thorities to take this step was not on the
mcore of economy, but because an unwrit-
ten law of the house lays it down that
'while members are speaking there shan be
no rading. A copy of the orders, especial.Lwhen there are a hundred questions on

paper, which is now frequently the
eaehA is of suc proportions that It msighteasily conceal a newspaper, and a new
paper is strictly taboo Lu the chamher- A
member who introduced a newpper into
the hese, snlems with the parpee of
quoting it, has oftem boca ea~ed to order.
In the nesgallery newspaper reainghas to doefurtively, but hes, of
coua the boxes in wich JsurnaMst stecanesal the breach of partianentee' des-
ecreen. The ladles behind the grlie are a
law suto teemaves. Their haremens we-
aition enables them to'resd nesaesor
novans, and even te d eaiwe ecr eatanndwiches witheut bringing dewn thethunders et the inemeant-at-etts upeathhftr heas

'"s3~ SuIe.

Litte Rmaw9bwhe aa tiatsaisnA
-"aws,,wiat i semsbesr

LOST TEMPER AND BOOK
Assewewek -known seik s

man of Wasat=tant wfoyed in a prairs-
-Ional capacite bW-Oae gvtimeMt-aaval
branch-beemd a*ft his Man-Servant.
The matnWtsniMest*eUSwat Wod
the itana hM of his teapr- The
black mnsa sprgstten to do
sometingof t We had ben -4d
to do on t and the asientifiq
man tenned hiE wI the omission in his
library. The black stood mute, and,
what was woie, 0 jrinned-for he had
been In the eplo -of the man of science
for many ya4, an was thoroughty fa-
Mills with Vp eg.triciies; The .va
servant's grinohoweter, and his indispoel-
tion to say asthingto eweuse biamel, so
enRMge4 the test, and abort man
of science that beVieksd Up abok that
was lying on the library table and hurted
it at the darkey's head. The colored man
dodged the book, and it went sailing out of
the window, which Was wide open for air-
ing purposes, imathrate quantiute of
fresh air being anher 'of the scientistseccentricitIes-
"Now, go and gA, that'book," the sci-entlIst shouted at his lan servant.
"The latter raced down to the front ofthe house and-searehed the sidewalk forthe book, but ke eouldn't fnd It. It had

obviously beewn ekqd %-tnmedtely bysome passer-by W-obelnevedi the maxim
that "findin's .s keein's."
The scientist. as agn as he. cooled down,began to wetdpW what beokit Was that hehad thrown out ofthe window. He began

a little lnvestigatsjo2 andkhe was horrifiedto find that a rare and ,uaint little vol-
ume on mathegatics, pulished in Copen-hagen In the eighteenith century. was miss-ing, He had paId $50 for the book in Lon-don, and It is, as p exceedingly rae.He remembered having been looking overthe volume on the afternpon before, andhaving left it on the table. There was nodoubt that that was the- book be hadthrown Into the streW Is his temper,"The next time I,t4 that It is absolute-ly necessary to threw things," he reflected,dismaly, "I'll chooe smething less ex-Pensive." III

He was very sore, fr fact, over the1os8 of the book, and sorer still over thefact that he had deliberately thrown it
away.
A few afternoon ago this man of science

was rummaging In a second-hand bookshop on F street when he, was delighted topick up a copy of tbe self-same book thathe had thrown away."How much?" he inquired of the pro.prietor of the shop, holding up the book."Um-well, I guess we can let you haveit for 40, professor-it's pretty rare, asyou know, and I could probably get $75 or
even more for It if I held on to it a whilelonger."
The man of science, delighted at thechance of picking up a duplicate of his Listbook -at so moderate a ilgure, pulled outhis wallet and paid for it on the spot. iHe

carried the book home under his arm, and
when he reached his library he sat downto look the volume over and to see It it wasas good a copy a4. he had thrown out of
his window.
When he opened the book up and beganto ruffle the pages, a card dropped out

onto the floor. .The scientifte man pickedit up and his amasement, not to say hisdisgust, when he saw -that the card was
one of his own, cannpt be pictured. Helooked through the book hastily then, andit took him no time at -all to see that it
was the veritable copy that he had thrown
out of his windo*"
"Um--forty dol* 'Worth of temper--um-I think a311end my ways," his

daughter-who tels he story with a gooddeal of amu _n verheard him say to
himself. And thle hter adds that the
-black man servant is now becoming posi-tively worried -Ovefthe sunny dispositionof the man of seience. He fears that his
employer is ill or something.

EASTXR IN RUSSIA.
The Geat Rligous and Social Fee-

tivt -6f the Year.
When populai " Rosebud receives

froni friends a srtide nfpmerous grace-
ful gifts she oes ot always think of
them as Eadtt eg, s6 far has America
wandered froni t2ion In following the
pretty custoni bgj '

ed from Russia,
where all EAsr eings go Under the
name of " r& Agg-
Although 'hatyViadoJ have adopted the
gg-giving cstoM r*h-ere is it- carried
on with the lavish aM platuresque zest
that prevails It Russa, where Easter is
the great festival-;r igious,. national and
soal--of the Uuassian year. Tber. both
great aid lowly are, givers and recipients
of Easter egga,'the mar and czarina lead-
ing the merry making by giving, under the
name of "a little red egg," costly Presents
to their attendghts.
The shops of Susuian cities provide verydainty Easter novelties for the wealthydonor-gold and silver eggs from Vienna,forming a x, a vinaigrette, or abonbonniere: ov cases of ivory fromParis, inlaid with a silver monogram and

filled with gloves or rich lace; exqnisite
crystal egg made l Mosopw, a deliqatedesign cut upon, them and containing a
rare Jewel-but whatever the gift may be.
it Is sent uder the national title-of alittle red egg."
Rlussia is the earlIest home of the Easter

egg custom: It eeni be traced beck to re-xnotest antiquity -there. This may be at-trIbuted, perhaps,to the piety of the Muos-covites, who fast rigidly during' Lent, re-fraining from egge as well as from meat.Cpnsequently, eggs form a large part of
the Easter meals,
A Russian physielan recently remarkedto an American friend that In the domnin-ion of the czar a doctor has two havestsIn the years Butter week-the carnivalwhich ushers in Lent-and Easter week,which follows it; for those two festivals

never fall to bring in their train indiges-tion and kindred ills.
It is difficult for Americans to realize

what Easter means to the devout Russianwho has faithfully observed a black fast offorty days. during which -he hag been
weaned from all meat, divorced from milk,cheese, eggg and butter, and at dagger'spoints even with sugar, for the Russian fast
is stricter than that of any other nation, and
is observed by the rural classes with arigor to which~old and young often suc-
cumb.
During the last fortnight in Lent peoplebegin to think df merry bells and to sniff

the fragrance oft savory viands, to.' thus
early the Russian housewife makes dar-
ing excursions beyond the pale of Letitenrestrictions and begins to prepare delica-
cies for those near and dear to her. There
are two special is'hes, called paskha and
kooleetch, whieh are her pride. These
must be made 'on -Good Friday, of curds
pressed in a dainty manner, mixedt with
clotted cream, fiavored with butter, eggs,
vanila and sugar? the? are eaten with a
slice of hard-bled, blessed egg at the be-
ginnIng of every mesal every day in Easter
week. On Easter Saturday evening.
pnaa and kooleetch are placed on plates
decorated with diiea and carried to the
church inciol ,- (here to be sprinkled
with holy w atti bieamed by the priest
after midnighY -

It is apictt in Eepe-groups of live-
ly peasant raW, un fbright col-ore, sitting mInut ~ngoagins trees
or resting or'qi'singsthat murroundthe churchyaao, , singing or a-lng while .wasshtd the decorated hein the fitful dqigt bf flickering candles.
When the fl Je''f the servic, is ever
and the preU~in procession round
the grounds i' using to note the
eagerness of th servants to get theirburdens blesstM as'guiciy as posibe and
to hurry hoiet te49e hus=e lull of geestswho mr probably seated at table awaitingthe arrival of the-lgje feed, withoutwhich It is nitds dared luI to beginthe banquet that s..peeds the nug blackfeast. - a
In Russanldtbss ethe paschal feast -is

eelebrnad w1a tipoar of an AmmeicanPourth of gle btis; peal freon moeingtBI nigt, -." are dired, rockets ae
sea up and ane eseaessdmnita Ia-making as. a

barsasewaemeMans~to rNaew
visite. _ _ _

Taaemti essag~
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TAUGHT, MM A LESSON
The man had brought an exting e*gar

Into a Crowded 9th street car. Although
tP aw was crowded the man Sw* Vem
to Sit 4qW*. He crushed hiumewt betwese
a ON"r am with a muic rew 64d a super-
fins yeunw man In a fsPk ast an top hat.
who lsd as if he coniered hmsef the
monW, There really wan.t rom tn that
spase for tbe man with the extliet dig,
but that dida't worry him any; he made
room. The mnan with the extinct cigar was
an obese, coarsely arrayed person, with a
four days' growth of beard and a stock of
obtuseness that seemed to be quite ib-
penetrable.
Now, an extinct eiger-a cigar that has

been lighted and permaitted to go out-Is
an ofense even in the nostr~s of habitual
smokers. It doesn't make any difference if
the extinct cigar is composed of Cuban
leaves that cost 312 the pound-when once
it has been lighted and permitted to go
out Its' smell becomes a scandal and a
disgrace. Even one of those cigars for
which J. Pierpont Morgan is said to pay
$1 each, buying them by the thousand.
strikes the olfactory organ like a passing
garbege wagon, once it has been lighted
and then allowed to lose Its tip of Ore.
However, the extinct cigar tightly elutc-

ed in the grimy paw of this man on the
crowded car didn't belong to the Morgan
breed. It was palpably a three-for-lie
cheroot, and it was probably manufactured
out ofthe leaves of the Savoy cabbage. for
which the nutmeg state Is justly famed.
The penetrating aroma that it diffused
throughout the whole car as soon as the
man took his seat gradually aroused the
passengers to facetious, sarcastic- and even
violent expressions.
"Who's got that passe onion"
"Reminds me of that smelly place that

you pass going down the river on a boat."
'Wouldn't that make you hold your

breatby'
These and many other remarks of a

similar nature the abused passengers on
the crowded car gave utterance to. He
didn't even seem to hear the remarks. He
went right on clutching the raveled three-
for-liver in his grimy paw and looked per-
fectly contented with himself and his at-
mosphlere.
The pretty young woman with the music

rol rose from her seat after about two
blocks' juxtapositiof with the man with
the egtinct cigar, and pushed her way to
the front of the car, where she clutched a
strap and breathed a good long breath.
The young man in the frock coat and the
top hat who looked as If he considered
himself the money stared hard at his
seat mate for a couple of moments, and
then, with a nice, clean handkerchief at
his nose, he went out onto the rear plat-
form. The conductor gasped as he passed
the man witi the extinct smoke, and gased
at the raveled cigar, but he couldn't do
anything, there being no rule against a
man carrying an unlighted cigar in a car.
After a while a testy-looking, middle-

aged man who was standing directly In
front of the man with the extinct cigar
leaned over and said:
"My friend, that noxious weed in your

hand Is poisoning the air of the entire
car-.
"Hey?" said the man with the offensive

weed.
"I say," went on the testy-looking, mid-

dle-aged man, "that that alleged cigar you
are carrying Is polluting the atmosphere of
the whole car, and is plainly rendering a
number of ladies IlL"
"Aw, g'wan!" replied the man with the

extinct cigar, and the testy-looking man
flushed and subsided.
Then a stout, double-chinned man, stand-

ing directly behind the testy,4ooking, mid-
dle-aged man, took a hand.
"Ain't you ashamed of yourself, sir," said

he to the man with the extinct cigar, "to
poison the air we've go to breathe in this
confounded manner."
"Aw, go chase y'rself!" replied the man

with the extinct cigar, as he switched the
objectionable roll of Savoy cabbage to his
other. grimy paw. The stout man glared
at him, but didn't say anything further.
Just at this point a short, nervous-look-

ing little man, with a chopped-off, bristly
mustache, who had been sitting across the
aisle and saying never a word, rose from
his seat, stretched his arms and yawned.
Then he reached over to the window di-
rectly behind the man with the extinct
cigar, and let it down with a clatter. Then.
with a movement as sudden as the dab of a
cat's paw, he snatched the noisome smoke
out of the boor's hand and deliberately
threw it out of the open window. After
doing which he stuck his chopped-off,
bristly mustache within three inches of the
boor's ugly physiognomy, and said in short,
jerky, rasping tones:
"The stench of that turnip makes me

riotous, and if you're hunting for riot I'd
like to have you consider my application.
that's all. Nothing bould possibly furnish
me with greater delight than to get Into a
rough house rnix to a finish with you. And
If you let so much as a mutter out of you
you've got to 0ght. and you've got to know
how to fight! How's that?"
The boor qualled under the little man's

steady gae.- Then be rose from his seat,
uttered "Aw, 'wan" vero much under his
breath, and swung off the car. A round of
applause greeted the small, nervous-looking
man as he resumed his seat, and a number
of men sitting and standing near him pulled
out their wallets and humorously extended
them to him. He waved them aside with a
grin, and remarked:
"There's nothing coming to me for mak-

lng that bluff, for of course it was a bluff.
If that big loafer had called me I'd have
gone headforemout out of tne window, for
I'm not a little bit on the fight, and I don't
believe I could thrash a lobster salad or a
boned squa~b if I went into training for It,
But it was up to somebody to take a
chance, and I saw that I was seated.
That's all."
Notwithstanding which modest statement

he got another cheer as he stepped off the
car a couple of squares farther down.

Sine of the States,
Fromt the Burlington (Vt.) News.
It comes as something of a shock to real-

ise that Massachusetts is smaller than Ver-
mont. One always has a hazsy, general im-
pression that the bay state is three or four
times as big as we are, superficially. But
It Isn't so. Vermont has (according to a
just-published census bulletin) 9,565 square
miles, whereas Massmhettsn hus but 8,i2.
And there are five other states of the Union
smaller than Vermont--New Hampshire is
260 square miles smailer-tjpugh if It were
spread .out flat it would doubtless be much
bigger 'than Vermont. Connecticut, Rhode
Island, Delaware and New Jersey are the
four other states that are smaller than
Vermont.
But we all make a terribly poor figure

when we compare ourselves with Texas.
Texas, may It please your royal highness,
has 26538 square miles, and is thus twen-
ty-eight times as big as Vermont, and
makes just about one-fourteenth of the
whole United States. If It were as thicklysettled as Vermont it would have a popu-lation of about 9,000,0@, whereas, as a
matter of fact, it has but 2,500,000. The
Texans have plenty of elbow room.
Next to Texas in size comes California,

with 158,300 square wnile., and then follow
Montana, 146, Nevada, 110,71)0, and Col-
orado, 103,92-hich are all the s tae hav-
ing a hundred thousand square miles of
area or mote.
Alaska -knocks them all silly with 500,885

square miles, and, at the other extreme,
the reader experiences a delicate surprise
to learn that Hawai, ovr whih somcfuss has been made, is a good deal smar
than Vermont, having but 6,4de square
miles.

Keep Coins Out of Year Keuth.
Frese the Baltiam Sun.
"Women are addicted to many pernisus.habits " said a tratoal Pbfsalauua ee

the ether day, ' but I can't conceive of one
more idiotic than the placing of cairn ini
the maouth while the puree Is being oped.Meet women de tis espectla)y insreears. I have eften watched them andg ha

ord.Btt da y I wouldent bawne u~afe, my usand-'would probably be teld to any1 .wanbtmiae== I sair a beaaniful glut the oterday give the connuctor a dime. smttiag op-pabher wa a dirtyneeklng Imbeser,
duhossar d bemd -the~

do ~s kse gaug t ePg." aa meh ~ed
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PstEWUM Of the Prinipa gtar which ane abofe

THE SKIES IN APRIL
Eleven 8tr of the Frslt Iagntude

Row Visible.

Constellations That Are at Presenit
Above the Horizon.

STUDYING NOVA PIERSEI

Written for The Evening star.
Of the twenty stars of the first magni-

tude six are situated too near the south
celestial Pole ever to appear above the
horizon Of observers In the mean latitude
of the United States. Of the remainIng
fourteen which we may see at one-time
or another eleven will be above the horizon
at 9 o'clock this evening.
Named In the order of their brilliancy,

these eleven stars are: Sirius, low In the
southwest; Capella, at a somewhat greater
altitude in the northwest; Arcturus, at
about the same altitude as Capella in the
east; Vega, too'low to be visible, In the
northeast; Rigel, In the left foot of Orion,
who now reclines above the western hori-
zon; Procyon, In midheavens in the south-
west; Betelgeuse, In the right shoulder of
Orion; Aldebaran, barely above the hori-
zon, between west and southwest; Spica, In
the southeast, at one-fourth of the dis-
tance from the horizon to the zenith; Pol-
lu:x: the more southerly of the Twine
(Gemini), at two-fifths of the distance from
the zenith to the western horizon, and
Regulus, In the handle of the Sickle In-
Leo, now, at the hour named, crossing the
meridian, at two-thirds of the distance
from horizon to nenith.

Star Names.
In the system of star nomenclature in-

troduced by Bayer about the beginning of
the seventeenth ceentury and now employed
universally in star charts and catalogues
each 'of these eleven stars in Alpha of the

c~onstellation to which It belongs, being the
brightest star of the constellation. Thus
Sirius Is Alpha Canis Majoris, Capella Is
Alpha Arigae, and so on. The popular
names above used are of various origns
some ancient and some comparatively mod-
ern. The name Sirius is as old, at least, as
'"The Iliad" of Homner. It in probably,
however, not a Greek word, but, like the
name Orion,which also was known to Ho-
mer, It appears to have been borrowed by
the Greeks from some other people. The
signticance of both theme names ts un-
ktnown.

Capella Is a Latin word, ad signifies
"S1he-goat," The star marks the position
9f the goat which the Wragoner (Auriga)
wras supposed to carr on bin left shoulder,
wrhile in hib lap he carried the goat's three
kids. Now, close beside the bright star
C~apella, may~ be seean three stars of the
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equal-sided square, of about the else of the
bowl of the Great Dipper. The brhigtest of
these stars, of the third magnitude. is at
the lower left-hand corner, and is in the
Crow's feet. This star bears the Arabic
name Alchiba. which means "tent." and
doubtless was applied originally to the
whole constellation. which certainly re-
sembles a tent quite as closely as it does a
bird.
Both the Cup and the Crow stand on the

back of the Hydra, or Watermake, a con-
stellation chiefly remarkable for its.enor-mous length of over one hundred degrees.The head of this monster in formed by asmall curved group of three or more stars
- very pretty opera glass object-situated
about midway between Regulus and Pro-
cyon. The Hydra's Heart (Cor Hlydrae). a
star of the second magnitude. may now be
seen about twenty degrees below and atthe right of Regulus. Owing to the paucityin stars of this region of the heavens this"heart" Is a aonspicuous object. The Arabscalled it Alphard, "The Solitary."The great Diamond of Virgo, formed bythe four stars Arcturus. Spica. -nebols.in the tail of Leo, and Cor Caroil Wha-les.Heart) in the Hunting Dogs, in now con-spicuous in the eAtern sky. Althotgh thiis. like the great Square of Pe;aTs;s. amodern constellation, it is one of the grandcelestial landmarks with which the star-gaser should early become familiar.

The rmanete Eres.
The observations of Eros which have

been in progress at all of the large ob-
servatories since early last autumn-under-
taken for the purpose of obtaining a new
determination of the sun's distanoe from
us-are now nearly or quite complete. It
has been arranged by the committee incharge of the observations, at the head ofwhich is M. Loewy, director of the Parisobservatory, to furnish each of the par-ticipating observatories with the resultsobtained at all of the other observing sta-tions, so that the "reduction" of the oiw-servations, a work requiring much timeand labor, will doubtless be made ind2!-pendently by a number of astronomers.Dr. Oppoiser announced some time agothat he had discovered that Eros varies inbrightness to the extent of about onemagnitude, and this has been confirmedby several other astronomers. The periodof the variation is about six hours. Twosuppositions have been made in explana-tion of it. one that Eros is a binary sys-tem, the other that it is not of a sphericalform, but has some irregular shape, methat, as it revolves on its axis. the 11-lumInated area presented to us is variableIn extent. The diameter of this tiny ce-lestial can hardly be over tienty mile*,and possibly is much less than that.

The New Star En Perones.
The position of the new star discovered

in Perseus on the amorning of February 21
by Dr. T. D. Anderson of Edinburgh, is
shown on the chart given herewith. When
discovered it was estimated to be of mag-
Wdtude 2.7. Prof. E. B. Frost of the
Dartmouth College observatory discoveredthe star independently on the evening ofFebruary 22. when to his eye it was bright-er than a standard star of the frst mag-nitude. On the 24th Sir Norman Lockyerestimnated it to be brighter than Capella.and the same estimate or its breilascywas mad en the same day at the Lickobservatory. It has since declined quitesteadily. and when last seen by the writer(March 20) it was below the fourth mag-nitude.
This "nova" Is the mest considerable ob-ject of its kind that has appeare" sne"Kepler's star." which broke out in thelower part of Ophiuchus in 104, and which

appears to have been cofrble in bright-
ness with the planet ptr "Tycho
Bhe's star." which suddenly appesred inCasslopela in November.I, . is the bright-est on record-az weil as the first well-au-thenticated es of a new, or ,msaystar-having been, when at its brgtest.scarcely Inerior to the laaet Venus. This
star remained visible for eighteen moanths.The nova which appeared in the Northern
Crown in May. 1885, was of the samemi
magnitude when Brat seen. It dimimished
in brIghtness em rapidly that twelve daysafter Its discovery it was of only the eighthmnagnitude.
The cause of these sudden apparitions in

the heavens Is a still debated question. Insomne eases the nova has proved te he a star
already catalogued, which has suddenly
burst into unwonted brilliancy, and in ser-
eral cases the "star' has ended by becomn.lng a nebula. All ot the recorded novae
have appeared in or near the Milky Way,and they are doubtless the results of op-erations takMng place regularly in this mny.-terious region of tMae heavens. The opinion
now prevalent amsoug astronomers seemsa
to be that they are due to collisions, one or
both of the coauiding objects being a body
of meteorites. In all cases in which thespectroscope has been turned upon thum

It has been found that a wart of their light
-probably the greater part--commes from
glowing games. ot which one is the every-
whese psent hydrogen.

Mercury, has bees an evening star isonc

Kareh T. and wasl be ovi~e em suek
throughout the amonth.

Yenus will be a morning star mat the
30th, but not vistble, and after that date sq
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stars, the first tw. In ahgteta, the last
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Mars. in the c~aelan. Lee., is now the
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Ian at about C p.m. During the les meath
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is em -m-s-n= us hranat reddy ht

Feam this time en t cnsus um be-

reet." or toward the east. Rt wB bat tales
a dewnward curve and will pamiss amar

lo the star 3ngin. lRl nowma au
la the mof'tbsra e ra~ai mma Mass.

.erth "pe a ss has dassensed we me-

lim~shy in the last tseweeks. ad is new
barrby pereati~ie threugh a mai tele-

A 3.e Me.e Ghe KM-~

"Ter &y f hlt in ai is,
jabs." sad a sassasmnm,3n

'lr nsu w eB
esu

laed es. We s we. isehad tk in e ai

-ate estthqs

p e me.eGe & M

g- eg*


